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Friday 27th March2020

To All In Our School Community,

What a sad way to finish
the term. On Monday we
farewelled the children
who were at school
without knowing when
they would return. Thisis a
very challenging and scary
time for all of us. The
future as we know it, is
uncertain and for many families this may mean a
time of temporary hardship, especially where family
members have lost jobs or where loved ones
become infected with the coronavirus.

At this very stressful time | would like you to keep in
your prayers the Garang family, Majok (Prep EM)
and Garang (2GF). Majok and Garang’s father Deng,
has been fighting Leukemia for approximately 18
months and sadly passed away on Thursday night.
Deng leaves behind his wife Deborah and three
young children. | hope that Deborah receives the
strength and courage to care and support her
children, as she deals with her
own grief. | hope as a school
community we will be there to
support her and her family in any
way we can. We also have several
other families in our school with
family members fighting cancer.
Whilst this would be scary and difficult to cope with
at any time, we know that people with chronic
health conditions and the elderly are the most
vulnerable individuals in our community during this
pandemic. For all those in our community who are
unwell and need our prayers, we pray that God gives
them the hope and courage they need each day.
Comfort them in their pain and bless them with
healing. Strengthen their family, friends, and
caregivers to be by their side and be a source of light
and comfort.

| urge all families to follow the instructions of our
government; to keep our families at home and to
minimise interactions with others. This is the best
way we can help our loved ones and others to
remain safe and healthy.

Many families have collected a device from school
so that children are able to spend time working on
educational programs during the holidays. At this
stage we believe that schools will remain closed
after Easter and when this is confirmed the teachers
will deliver learning packs (unless it is a total
shutdown) to every child so that they can continue
with their learning at home. The teachers are
working on developing lessons that the children can
view on their devices, so that if the children cannot
come to school, they will be supported as much as
possible with their learning. There will be
challenges with this, and all of us need to be patient
and understanding. We will continue to
communicate with you through the SEE SAW APP.

| thank everyone in our community who has been
absolutely amazing with all that has happened so
far. 1 would also like to thank our amazing staff who
have been so responsible and responsive in such a
giving and caring way. As always the staff have put
the safety and care of your children as their first
priority.

On behalf of the Oscar Romero Staff, we wish you all
a safe, healthy and peaceful term 1 break. | hope
Easter is a time of reflection and hope. A time
where we can be grateful for all we have, for as dark
as the road may seem at times, there is always a
light ahead. May we draw strength from each other
and work together to navigate a path through
problems facing our families and school community.
In Pope Francis’ words “Let us remain united. let us
make our closeness felt to those who are alone and
to those who are stricken” Finally we pray for those
in our communities who are desperately working to
protect, care and support us all, especially the

health worker in
our community.

God bless,

Fran
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The Easter Triduum

Term 1 is over and Easter is only three Sundays
away. In the last week of Easter, we focus in
particular on the Easter Triduum — Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

On Holy Thursday we focus on Jesus’ final
gathering with his disciples before his impending
death. We recall that Jesus and his friends
gathered to celebrate the Passover, the
highlight of the Jewish calendar, which recalls
God'’s victory over the Egyptians and the
freedom of the Israelites. Jesus and the
apostles shared a final meal together where
Jesus broke bread and shared wine, which we
recall every time we gather at Mass. Later that
evening he was arrested and taken away. Good
Friday is when we think about Christ’s sacrifice,
his suffering and his death. On Easter Sunday
we remember and celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus, which is the climax of the Church’s life
marking Christ’s victory over sin and death.

Participation in prayer and reflection during
these three days helps us to take part in the
Easter mystery and to focus on our own lives.
Even though we cannot attend the Church
physically at this time, we can still spend time
with God in prayer and reflection. Even though
we cannot gather with our extended family and
friends, we can keep in touch via phone and
messaging, and will celebrate Easter in a
different way this year.

This link contains some ideas for family
activities and also articles for adults on the main
events in Lent and Easter which you might like
for your own formation and reflection during the
next few weeks -
http://cathfamily.org/cateqgory/lent-easter/ .

Wishing you and your family a happy and holy
Easter.

Enjoy the holidays.
Ylenia Useli
RE Leader

ylenia.useli@oscarromero.catholic.edu.au

OSCAR ROMERO 2020 CALENDAR

TERM 1

Monday EASTER MONDAY
13th April No School
Tuesday Pupil Free Day
14th April
Wednesday Term 2 Begins
15th April
Monday 4th School Photos
May
Monday 8th QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
June No School
Sunday 14th Eucharist
June
Friday 26th Last Day Term 2
June School Finishes at 1pm
TERM 3
Monday TERM 3 Begins
13th July
Sunday 23rd Confirmation
August
Friday 18th Last Day Term 3
September School Finishes at 1pm

Monday 5th TERM 4 Begins
October
Wednesday LAST DAY TERM 4
16th School Finishes at
December 3.30pm
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Eucharist Sunday 14th
June
Last Day Term 2 Friday 26th
School Finishes at 1pm June
TERM 3
TERM 3 Begins Monday
13th July
Confirmation Sunday 23rd
August
Last Day Term 3 Friday 18th
School Finishes at 1pm September

TERM 4 Begins Monday 5th
October
LAST DAY TERM 4 Wednesday
School Finishes at 16th
3.30pm December
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